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Isle of Wight - Brading Haven

The temporarily reclaimed land by Sir Hugh Myddelton LT &
1620. j i

From a set of books entitled The Lives of The Engineers

Published in 1862 , . _
~SIR HUGH MYDDELTON.




VIEW OF BRADING HAVEN, TEMPORARILY RECLAIMED BY SIR HUGH MYDDELTO,
AS SEEN FROM TEE VILLAGE O BRADING.

[By Percival Skelton, after bis original Drawing 1
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CHAPTER V.
Sir Huea Mypperron's EMpaNgMENT 0¥ BrapiNg HAVEN.

No sooner had the New River Company been formed
and its operations organized, than we find Sir Hugh
Myddelton engaged in the new and bold enterprise of
enclosing a large tract of drowned land from the sea.
The scene of his operations on this occasion was the
castern oxtremity of the Isle of Wight, at o place now
marked on the maps as Brading Harbour,  This harbour
or haven consigts of a tract of about eight hundred acres
inextent.,! At low water it liesa wide mud flat, through
the middle of which a small stream, called the Yar,
winds its way from near the village of Brading, at the
head of the haven, to the sea at its eastern extremity ;?
whilst at high tide it forms a beautiful and apparently
inland lake, embayed between hills of moderate elevation
covered with trees, in many places down to the water’s
edge.  Atits seaward margin Bembridge Point stretches
out as if to meet the promontory on the opposite shore,
where stands the old tower of St. Helen’s Church, now
used as a sea-mark ; and, as seen from most points, the
bay seems to be completely land-locked.

The reclamation of so large a fract of land, appa-
rently so conveniently Hmm!ml for the purpose, Il.ul long
been matter of Hpuulnum [t iy not improbable 1]1.1,{‘.
at some early period neither swamp nor lake existed
at Brading Haven, but a green and fertile valley; fov

1 The extent of land reclaimed by acres. Sir Richard Worsley, in his
Myddelton at Brading Haven has, ¢ History of the Isle of Wight,” gives
with the inaceuracy that characterises | the whole arvea of the haven as only
almost everything heretofore published | 856 acres.
relating to him, been stated at 2000 ? See the engraving at p. 84,
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m the course of the works undertaken by Sir Hugh
Myddelton for its recovery from the sea, a well, strongly
cased with stone,
was  discovered
near the middle
of the haven, in-
dicating the exist-
ence of a former
sottled population
on the soil. The
sea  must, how-
ever, have burst
in and destroyed
the settlements,
laying the whole
valley under wa-
zavo. | tert In King
James’s reign,
when the inning
of drowned lands
began to receive
an unusual degree
of attention, the
projectofreclaim-
mg Brading Ha-
ven was again re-
vived ; and in the
year 1616 a grant was made of the drowned district? to
one John Gibb, the King reserving to himself a rental
of 20 per annum. The owners of the adjoining lands
contested the grant, claiming a prior right to the pro-
perty in the haven, whatever its worth might be. But
the verdict of the Ixchequer went against the land-
owners, and the right of the King to grant the arca of

MAP OF BRADING HAVEN

[Ordnance Survey.)

! Sundry traditions arve extant in | See ‘ Tand We Live in2vol. a2 E0)
the neighbourhood as to the circum- ? Grant by Privy Seal 18 July
stances connected with the inundation. | 14 Jac. I. y ’
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the haven for the purpose of reclamation was main-
tained. It appears that Gibb sold his grant to one Sir
Bevis Thelwall, a page of the King’s bedchamber, who
at once invited Sir Hugh Myddelton to join him in
undertaking the work; but Thelwall would not agree
to pay Gibb anything until the enterprise had been
found practicable. TIn 1620 we find that a correspond-
ence was in progress as to “ the composition to be made
by the Solicitor-General with Sir Hugh touching the
draining of certain lands in the Isle of Wight, and
the bargain having been made according to such direc-
tions as Ilis Majesty hath given, then to prepare the
surrender, and thereupon such other assurance for IHis
Majesty as shall be vequisite,” !

A satisfactory arvangement having been made with
the King, Myddelton began the work of reclaiming the
haven in the course of the same year. Te sent fo Hol-
land for Duteh workmen familiar with such undertakings;
and from the manner in which he carried out his em-
bankment, it is obvious that he mainly followed the
Dutch method of reclamation, which, ag we have already
seen in the case of the drainage of the Fens by Vermuy-
den, was in many respects but ill adapted for English
practice. But it would also appear, from a patent for
draining land which he took out in 1621, that he em-
ployed some invention of his own for the purpose of
facilitating the work. The introduction to the grant of
the patent runs as follows —

“ Winmruas weo aro given to vnderstand that our welbeloved
gubioct ugh Middloton, Citizen and Goldsmith of London, hath
to his very great charge maynteyned many strangers and others,
and bestowed much of his tyme to invent a new way, and by hig
industrie, greate charge, paynes, and long oxperience, hath devised
and found out ‘A Nmw Invencon, Skinn, on WAy ror THRE
WynniNG AND DravNINg oF MANY GrounpC witton arn Daviim

! ¢ Domestic Calendar of State Pa- | * ¢ Record of Patents, No. 19.
pers.”  Docequet, 13th Aueust, 1620, | Sealed 2nd July, 1621,
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AND DESPERATELIE SURROUNDED WITHIN our Kingnome oF Exg-
rAND AND Dominton or Wanss,” and is now in very great hope fo
bringe the same to good effect, the same not being heretofore
knowne, experimented, or vsed within our said realme or dominion,
whereby much benefitt, which as yet is lost, will certenly be
brought both to vs in particular and to ouwr comon wealth in
generall, and hath offered to pu.blish and practise his skill
amongest our loving subieetC. . . .. .. .. , Kxowe ymm, that

wee, (\mhmn the weale of ”IN our kingdom nnd the benefitt of

our subicetC, and oub of our princely care to nourish all art@,
invencions, and studdies whorcof there may be any necessary
or phitable vso within our dominions, and out of owr desire to
cherish and encourage the industries and paynes ‘of all other our
loving subiectf in the like laudable indeavors, and to recompence
the labors and expences of the said Iugh Middleton disbursed and
to be susteyned as aforesaid, and for the good opinion wee have con-
ceived of the said Hugh Middleton, for that worthy worke of his in
bringing the New River to our cittie of London, and his care and
industrie n busines of like nature tending fo the publicke good
...... doe give and graunt full, free, and absolute licence,
libertie, povwer, .uul .ulllmlxtnw'n!n lln- -.|||(| Hughe Middleton, ]nq
dvl)ullva &e. to use and practise the same during the Lc.l.mu of
fowerteene yonrs next ensuing the dato horeol.

No deseription is given of the particular method
adopted by Sir Hugh in forming his embankments ; but
it would appear I.h.LL ho |HU(-(‘-HH(I by driving ]JIIUH into
the hottom of the Haven near Bembridge Point where it
is about the narrowest, and thus formed a strong embank-
ment at its junction with the sea, but, as would after-
wards appear, without making adequate provision for the
egress of the inland waters.

A curious contemporary manuscript by Sir J ohn
Oglander is still extant, preserved amongst the archives
of the Oglander family, who have held the adjoining
lands from a period antecedent to the date of the Con-
quest, which we cannot do better than quote, as giving
the most authentic account extant of the circumstances
connected with the inning of Brading Haven by Sir
Mugh Myddelton. This manuscript says :-—

re—
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“ Brading ITaven was begged first of all of King James by one
Mr. John Gr1hb being a -groom of his bedchamber, and the man
that King James tmsted to carry the reprieve to Winchester for
my Lord George Cobham and Sir Walter Rawleigh, when some of
them were on the seaffold to he executed. This man was put on to
beg it of King James by one Siv Bevis Thelwall, who was then one
of the pages of the bedchamber.  After he had begged it, Sir Bevis
would give him nothing for it until the haven were cleared; for

" the gentlemen of the island whose lands joined to the haven chal-

lenged it as belonging unto them. King James was wonderful
earnest in the business, both hecause it concerned his old servant,
and algo because 1t would be a leading case for the fens in Lincoln-
ghive. After the verdiet went in the Chequer against the gentlemen,
then Sir Bevis Thelwall would give nothing for it till he could see
that it was foasible to bo inned from the sen ; wherenpon one Sir
Hugh Myddolton was enllod in o assint and undertake the work,
and Dutehmen were bronght onf of the Low Countries, and thoy
began to tun the haven about the 20th of Decomber, 1020, Then,
when it was taken in, King James compolled Tholwall and Myddel-
ton to give John Gibb (who the King called ¢ Father’) 20002
Afterwards Siv Hugh Myddelton, like a crafty fox and subtle citizen,
put it off wholly to Sir Bevis Thelwall, betwixt whom afterwards
there was a great suit in the Chancery ; but Sir Bevis did enjoy it
some eight years, and bestowed much money in building of a barn-
honse, mill, fencing of it, and in many other necessary works.

& But now let me tell you somewhat of Sir Bevis Thelwall and
Sir HTugh Myddelton, and of the nature of the ground after it was
inned, and the cauge of the last breach. BSir Bevis was a gentle-
man’s son in Wales, bound apprentice to a mercer in Cheapside,
and afterwards executed that trade till King James came into Ting-
land : then he gave up, and purchased to be one of the pages of the
hedchamber, where, being an understanding man, and knowing how
to handle the Scots, did in that infancy gain a fair estato by getting
the Scots to beg for themselves that which ho fivst found out for them,
and then himgell buying of them with vondy monoy undaer half the
value. He was a very bold fellow, and one that King James very

1 On the 80th June, 1622, the ha- | 20000 paid fto the King by IHugh
ven was granted by the King (the | Myddelton, viz., 10004 down, and the
original grant to Gibb having been can- | remaining 10004, by two hall-ycarly
celled) to Hugh Myddelton, Esquire, | payments at Lady-day and Michael-
TRobert Bateman, Citizen and Skynner, | mas, 16223 the King passing the
of London, and Richard Middleton, = 1000L and the bonds for the two
Citizen and Grocer, in consideration of | snms of 500/, to John Gibh.
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well affected.  Sir Hugh Myddelton was a goldsmith in London.
This and other famous works brought him into the world, viz., his
London waterwork, Brading Haven, and his mine in Wales.

“The nature of the ground, after it was inned, was not answer-
able to what was expected, for almost the moiety of it next to the
sea was a light running sand, and of little worth. The best of it
was down at the farther end next to Brading, my Marsh, and
Enight’s Tenement, in Bembridge. I account that there was
200 acres that might be worth Gs. 8d. the acre, and all the rest
2s. 6d. the acre. The total of the haven wag 706 acres. Sir Hugh
Myddelton, before he sold, tried all experiments in it : he sowed
wheat, barley, cats, eabbage sced, and last of all rape seed, which
proved best; but all the others came to nothing. The only incon-
venience was in it that the sea brought in so much sand and ooze
and seaweed that choked up the passage of the water to go out,
insomuch ag I am of opinion that if the sea had not broke in Sir
Bevis could hardly have kept it, for there wounld have been no cur-

‘vent for the water to go out ; for the eastern tide brought so much

sand as the water was not of force to drive it away, so that in time
it would have laid to the sea, or else the sea would have drowned the
whole country.  Therefore, in my opinion, it is not good meddling
with o haven go near the main ocean,

“The country (I mean the common people) was very much
against the inning of it, ag oub of their slender capacity thinking
by o little fishing and fowling there would acerue more benefit than
by pasturage ; but this I am sure of, it eaused, after the first three
yeurs, a gveat denl of more health in these parts than was ever
before 3 and another thing is remarkable, that whereas we thought
it would have improved our marshes, certainly they were the worse
for it, and rotted sheep which before fatted there.

“The cause of the last breach was by reason of a wet time when
the haven was full of water, and then a high spring tide, when both
the waters met underneath in the loose sand. On the 8th of March,
1630, ons Andrew Ripley that was put in earnest to look to Brading
Haven by Sir Bevis Thelwall, came in post to my house in New-
port to inform me that the sea had made a breach in the said haven
near the easternmost end. I demanded of him what the charge
might be to stop it out ; he told me he thought 40s., whereupon I
bid him go thither and get workmen against the next day morning,
and some carts, and I would pay them their wages ; hut the sea the
next day came go forcibly in that there was no meddling of it, for
Ripley went up presently to London to Sir Bevis Thelwall himself,
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to have him come down and take some farther course; hut within
four days after the sea had won so much on the haven, and made the
breach so wide and deep, that on the 15th of March when T came
thither to see it I kmew not well what to judge of it, for whereas at
the first 52. would have stopped it out, now I think 2007, will not
do it, and what will te the event of it time will tell. Sir Bevis
on news of this breach came into the island on the 17th of March,
1630, and brought with him a letber from my Lord Conway to me
and Sir Edward Dennies, desiring us to cause my Lady Worsley, on
behalf of her son, to make up the breach which happened in her
ground throngh their neglect. She returned us an answer that she

ENTRANCE TO BRADING HARBOUR, FROM 8T. HELEN'S OLD TOWER!

[By B. P. Teitch, after a Sketch by the Authon,]

! The above view represents the | only a few years since the old gales
present state of the entrance to Bra~ | which served for o sluice woere dug up
ding Haven. = A wide vidge of drifted | near the Boat Houses, Al the ox-
sand lies acrogs it, in front of the old | teemity of tho sand<ridgo there 8w
bank raised by Siv Hugh, which ox- | forry acvoss to the village of Bom-
tended from a point below the hill | bridgo, in front of whioh is the narrow
under ““ Mrs, Grant’s house,” a little | entrance into the hnven,  There have
to the westward of the village of | been serious encronchinents ol the sen
Bembridge (seen on  the opposite | on that side of Info years, and the
ghore) to what are now called “ The | channel has becomo much impeded ;
Boat Houses,” sitnated towards the | so much so that il hag been feared
northern side of the haven, and be- | that the navigation would be lost.
hind the sand-ridge extending across | The old church-tower of St. Helen's,
the view. The black piles driven = faced with brick and whitewashed, on
into the bottom of the haven in the  the right ol the view, ig still used as a
process of embankment are still to be  sea-mark.
seen sticking up at low-water; and |
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thought that the law would not compel her unto it, and therefore
desired to be excused, which answer we returned to my lord. What
the event will be I know not, but it seemeth to me not reasonable
that she should suffer for not complying with his request. If he had
not inned the haven this accident could never have happened ; there-
fore he giving the cause, that she should apply the cure T understand
not. But this T am sure, that Sir Bevis thinketh to recover of her
and her son all hig charges, which he now sweareth every way to
be 20000, For my part, I would wish no friend of mine to have
any hand in the second inning of it. Truly all the better sort of
the island were very sorry for Siv Bevis Thelwall, and the com-
moner sort were as glad as to say truly of Sir Bevis that he did
the country many good offices, and was ready at all times to do his
best for the public and for everyone.

‘e 8ir Hugh Myddelton took it fivgt in, and it wag proper for none
but him, becanse he had a mine of silver in Wales to maintain it.
It cost at the first taking of it in 40007, then they gave 2000L fo
Mr. John Gibb for it, who had begged it of King James ; after-
wards, in building the barn and dwelling-house, and water-mill,
with the ditching and quick-getting, and making all the partitions,
it could not have cost less than 2004 more: so in the fotal it
stood them, from the time they began to take it in, until the 8th
of Maxch, a loss of 70004,

[t will thus be observed that the loss of this under-
taking fell upon Thelwall, and not upon Myddelton ;
Sir Hugh having sold out of the adventure long before
the sea burst through his embankment. The date of
his conveyance to Sir Bevis Thelwall was the 4th Sep-
tember, 1624, nearly six years before the final ruin of
the work. He had, therefore, got his capital out of
the adventure, most probably with his profit as con-
tractor, and was thus free to embark in the important
mining enterprise in Wales, on which we find him next
engaged.






